Minutes 08.08.2011

ASHLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Ashley Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 8th August 2011 in the Pavilion.

Present ClIr Olive Oakervee (Chair) Clir Carolyn Mahony
Chris Lewis (Clerk)

Public Open Meeting

Clir Oakervee welcomed 7 members of the public to the meeting. She explained that
due to the unusually large number of absences the meeting was not quorate. In
these circumstances, it would not be possible to deal with the business as specified
on the published agenda. In these circumstances, the meeting was adjourned but
with the agreement of those present, discussions took place around a number of
items. However, all decisions were deferred to a later meeting.

Village Visions

Mr Wilson confirmed that he had collected around 24 responses from householders
and had personally delivered the questionnaires to the ECDC offices in Ely. It was
understood that the response rate from Ashley residents had been very good (around
40%). ClIr Oakervee referred to difficulties experienced by some online contributors,
due to incompatibility issues with particular browsers and said this was regrettable
given the importance of the subject matter, however, it was conceded that ECDC had
done its best to resolve the issues.

ClIr Oakervee also reported that an enquiry under the Freedom of Information Act
had been submitted to ECDC. The enquiry related to contacts between ECDC,
Darley Estates and their agent, Strutt and Parker, over the last 18 months. A
response was expected within the next 20 days.

Ashley Action Group

The Clerk confirmed that he had now received the names of five individuals who
were prepared to join an Action Group, to act as a “voice” for the village, should it
ultimately be decided to press ahead with development.

Affordable Housing

The Parish Council had rejected a proposal to build up to six affordable units on land
at the junction of Dalham/Gazeley Road (see June meeting) . Information was
awaited from D ClIr Kerby as to the outcome of a meeting between the landowner
and ECDC Planning officials about possible alternative schemes.



Vacancies for Parish Councillors

The Clerk reported that ClIr vy Parkes was shortly moving away from the area and
had resigned from the Council, thereby increasing the number of vacancies to three.
It was envisaged that one of these vacancies would be filled through the co-option of
Mr Geoffrey Newell, but this action could not now proceed until the next meeting.

Provision of Zip Wire and Youth Shelter

The Clerk confirmed that a grant of £15,000 had been secured to support the
purchase and installation of this equipment. A further £2,000 was available through
donations and a small amount of Parish funding. The offer of grant now needed to
be formally confirmed and the siting of equipment agreed. These matters would be
remitted to the next meeting.

Recreation Ground (Including play park)

A quotation had been received from a specialist contractor, covering a range of
maintenance issues and the Council would consider this at its next meeting. There
were insufficient funds available to cover every item within the quote, but urgent
repairs, (considered medium risk or higher), would be prioritised.

Hedge cutting

A quotation had been received. If accepted by Councillors at the next meeting, the
work could go ahead during September.

Pavilion Trust

Clir Mahony reported that the Trust had looked at the cost of upgrading security
following the recent vandalism to the Pavilion. It transpired that the cost of
providing CCTV and shuttering would be prohibitively expensive and it was decided
to monitor the situation over time and to look at what further security might be
needed in the light of experience. In relation to the Car Park, it was agreed that the
Clerk would establish whether this was designated as “public” or “ private”, as this
could affect when the barriers should be left open .

Footpaths

It was reported that a troublesome wasp nest along Footpath No 2 (Icknield Way)
had recently been destroyed by Council operatives. The gate obstructing the Old
Suffolk Road (Footpath No 6 ) had also been removed and the byway was now open.

Mr K Winter(Footpath Warden) gave a short report on an event held by P3
Partnership at Wicken Fen. It had been confirmed that funding for the partnership
was being severely curtailed but there was still a willingness to promote the footpaths,
particularly where this supported recreational activity.

Mr Winter also reported that all public bodies could have access to the Ordnance

Survey on-line data base, and confirmed that he had applied for this on behalf of
Ashley Parish Council .

The meeting closed at 8.45pm



